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A. INTRODUCTION  

This Attachment provides you with information on Shipping Your Privately Owned Vehicle (POV) 

under the Global POV Contract (GPC).  The successful movement of your POV is not a matter of 

chance.  It is a result of advance preparation and planning.  Itôs your POV.  Ask questions.  Be 

involved.  Read what you sign.  Contact your local Transportation Office (TO) prior to making any 

plans to ship a POV.  This Attachment has been reviewed by the Per Diem, Travel and Transportation 

Allowance Committee In Accordance With (IAW) Department of Defense Directive 5154.29, DOD 

Pay and Allowances Policy and Procedures as PDTATAC Case 090628. 

B. MILITARY SERVICE INS TRUCTIONS 

In addition to instructions contained in this brochure, the shippers and Service TOs are governed by 

instructions established by the sponsoring Service, the Joint Federal Travel Regulation (JFTR) and 

the Joint Travel Regulation (JTR).  This brochure does not apply to United States (US) Coast Guard 

civilian employees as their allowances are governed by the Federal Travel Regulation and 

Department of Homeland Security regulations. 

C. WHO CAN SHIP A POV- ENTITLEMENT  

You may be authorized to ship a POV if: 

1. You are a Uniformed Service Member: 

a. Ordered to make a Permanent Change of Station (PCS) to, from, or between Outside 

Continental US (OCONUS) Permanent Duty Stations (PDSs); 

b. A change in a shipôs home port is authorized; or 

c. When specific conditions are met dealing with Continental US (CONUS) to CONUS 

transportation of a POV. 

2. You are a Department of Defense (DOD) Civilian Employee: 

a. Transferred in the governmentôs interest 

b. A new appointee; or 

c. A student trainee assigned to first PDS. 

3. Upon Separation/Retirement.  For POV transportation upon separation or retirement, the "new 

PDS" is the military memberôs Home of Record (HOR)/Place from Which Called (or Ordered) to 

Active Duty (PLEAD), or authorized Home of Selection under the JTR, par. U5130-A1, Travel to 

HOS Authorized. 

NOTE:  Retirees and separating military members may have to pay extremely high taxes when 
shipping their POV overseas (HOR, e.g., Puerto Rico, Philippines).  Contact your local TO for 
further details. 

D. RESTRICTIONS 

1. Only one POV owned or leased by you or your dependent and for your personal use may be 

shipped to your new duty station at Government expense. 

2. Transportation of one POV at government expense is not to exceed 20 measurement tons.  To 

calculate the measurement ton of your POV, multiply the length times width times height (all in 

inches) then divide by 1728 (gives you the cubic feet of your POV) then divide by 40 to obtain 

your POV measurement ton. 
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3. If you desire to make your own arrangements to ship an additional POV commercially, consult 

your sponsor and TO for any restrictions.  You may have to pay an import duty on a second POV.  

Contact your local TO for specific details. 

E. COMBINING POV WEIGHT  LIMITATIONS WHEN HUS BAND AND WIFE ARE 

MILITARY MEMBERS 

1. The 20 measurement ton limitation in the JFTR may be combined to transport one larger POV at 

government expense in lieu of transporting two POVs for an eligible member-married-to-member 

couple during the transfer of both members, each under a PCS authorization/order. 

2. Payment for transporting the vehicle may not exceed the total cost the government would have 

incurred if each member had transported a vehicle of 20 measurement tons through the designated 

POV loading port/Vehicle Processing Center (VPC). 

F. TRANSPORTATION METHO DS 

1. Government/Commercial Transportation: 

a. Transportation of a POV may be by government/commercial means as authorized by law.  A 

military member traveling with the vehicle via ferry is covered in the JFTR. 

b. The TO determines the transportation mode. 

NOTE:  Transportation of a POV by air is not authorized at government expense. 

2. Personally Procured/Traveler Arranged Transportation: 

a. An eligible military member, who has not transported a POV at government expense incident 

to PCS, is authorized reimbursement for the expense incurred only if personally procured 

POV transportation was based on erroneous advice by a government representative (i.e., TO).  

Reimbursement must not exceed the cost that would have incurred if the government had 

arranged the transportation.  The cost of a vehicle transported on a car ferry with the 

member/dependents is a reimbursable transportation expense and does not constitute 

ñtransportation of a POVò. 

b. If POV transportation is authorized at Government expense and the civilian employee 

personally arranges the POV transportation, reimbursement is limited to the employees actual 

expenses, not to exceed the POV transportation cost from port/VPC serving the authorized 

origin point to port/VPC serving the authorized destination (See JTR par. C5224, Shipment 

Methods).  Travelers who personally arrange for POV transportation (i.e., contract directly 

for the POV to be moved) are entirely responsible for all issues related to e.g., The Status of 

Forces Agreement (SOFA), Use of U.S. carriers, Import/export processes, and Tariffs, 

customs. 

NOTE:  If Service regulations require, preference also must be given to VISA (Voluntary 

Inter-modal Sealift Agreement) ship carriers when available. 

G. SIZE LIMITATIONS  

A member/employee who desires to transport a POV that exceeds 20 measurement tons must sign an 

agreement to pay the excess transportation costs unless the Secretarial Process has 

authorized/approved this transportation because an oversized POV is required by the 

member/dependent(s) for medical reasons. 

NOTE:  Excess costs will be collected IAW Service regulations. 
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H. INSURANCE AND LICE NSING 

1. US.  Insurance and Licensing, if required, will be the responsibility of the member/employee.  In 

some States, armed forces or host nation vehicle registrations, license plates, and licenses either 

are not valid or are valid for only a very short time.  Arrange to obtain these items prior to taking 

delivery of your POV.  Most state motor vehicle divisions will accept registrations of POVs by 

mail.  If you are returning from overseas, make arrangements prior to leaving your old duty 

station for the CONUS.  You should insure your POV before taking delivery.  Coverage must 

meet minimum requirements prescribed by the state where your next duty station is located.  Prior 

arrangements may save you money, as you will be able to compare prices offered by various 

insurance companies. 

2. Overseas.  Insurance, taxes, and licensing vary from country to country overseas.  The best 

sources of information are your local TO and your overseas sponsor.  Remember, you are 

responsible for obtaining insurance and licenses and paying any taxes.  Be sure to check on these 

items well in advance of making your shipment.  Insurance is often much more expensive 

overseas; research this matter carefully prior to making your shipment. 

I. WHEN TO SHIP YOUR POV 

1. For Air Force personnel: 

a. POVs will be accepted for shipment if delivered to the port within 90 days after the 

member/employee or dependent has departed for an overseas tour of more than one year or 

within 30 days after the departure of the member/employee on an overseas tour of duty of one 

year or less. 

b. When delivery to the port is delayed beyond 90 days, the POV may be shipped only with the 

approval of the OCONUS commander. 

c. For OCONUS tours of more than one year, you must have a minimum of one year to serve on 

the current OCONUS tour when the POV is delivered to the port. 

2. For Army, Marine Corps and Navy Personnel: 

a. POVs will be accepted when at least 12 months remain to be served at their current 

OCONUS duty station at the time the vehicle is delivered to the loading port.  An exception 

is allowed if the OCONUS area commander or your commanding officer certifies the vehicle 

is necessary in performance of official duties. 

J. TYPES OF POVS YOU MAY SHIP 

The definition of a POV is: 

1. Any motor vehicle owned by, or on a long-term lease (12 or more months) to, a 

member/employee or a dependent of the member/employee for the primary purpose of providing 

personal transportation that: 

a. Is self-propelled. 

b. Is licensed to travel on the public highways. 

c. Is designed to carry passengers or household goods. 

d. Has four or more wheels; or, at the memberôs/employeeôs option, is a motorcycle or moped 

(applicable if the member/employee does not ship a vehicle with four or more wheels on the 

same authorization/order). 

NOTE 1:  In the case of a leased vehicle, the member/employee must provide written authority 
from the leasing company to have the vehicle transported to the new PDS, designated place, or 
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other authorized destination.  All requirements stated in the lease are the responsibility of the 
member/employee. 

NOTE 2:  A trailer, airplane, or any vehicle intended for commercial use is not a POV. 

2. POVs that are modified to be ñlow ridersò must have at least six inches of clearance to prevent 

damage to the POV during car carrier load/download.  Also, POVs may not have a lift kit higher 

than three inches. 

NOTE:  Host-Country restrictions may apply; contact your local TO for further details. 

K. LEASED POVS OR POVS WITH RECORDED LIEN I N US 

If your POV is leased, or a recorded lien exists in the US, you must provide written approval from the 

ñthird-party-in-interestò (leasing company or lien-holder), which provides that the vehicle may be 

exported.  This written approval must be on the leasing companyôs or lien-holderôs letterhead paper, 

and contain a complete description of the vehicle, including the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN), 

the name of the owner or lien-holder of the leased vehicle, and the telephone numbers at which that 

owner or lien-holder may be contacted.  The writing must bear an original signature of an official of 

the leasing companies or lien-holder, and state the date it was signed.  The written approval must 

include the leasing company or lien-holderôs acknowledgements that return shipment prior to the next 

permanent change of station is a private matter between the leasing company or lien-holder and you.  

All requirements stated in the lease agreement are your responsibility. 

L. PROPANE TANKS 

Vehicles with propane tanks are only accepted when the propane tank is an integral part of the vehicle 

used to power the engine or for other purposes and requires considerable cost for the removal of the 

tank.  The propane tanks allowed must be purged and certified before the POV is turned at the vehicle 

processing center or port.  A label should be affixed or tagged to the tank.  The person turning in the 

vehicle must produce written authority that the tank is empty or has been purged.  New and empty 

tanks meet these requirements.  The certification must come from an individual or firm authorized to 

purge propane tanks.  Loose tanks such as those used for gas stoves or barbeques, and are readily 

accessible for removal are not accepted. 

M. WHAT YOU MAY SHIP IN  YOUR POV 

1. Tools, not to exceed $200 in value. 

2. Items such as jacks tire irons, tire chains, fire extinguishers, nonflammable tire inflators, first aid 

kits, jumper cables, and warning triangle/trouble lights. 

3. One spare tire and two snow tires with wheels (either mounted or un-mounted). 

4. Portable cribs, childrenôs car seats, and strollers. 

5. Luggage racks and supports. 

6. Small items such as thermos bottles, bottle warmers, and car cushions if they can be packed 

entirely within one 24ò x 16ò x 16ò carton provided by the VPC; if your POV is going to be 

containerized at the port, these articles may be placed in the trunk without a carton.  Factory or 

non-factory stereo, speakers and audio/Video equipment in POV or trunk must be bolted down or 

permanently fixed as part of the POV. 

7. Catalytic converters, catalyst components (pellets), oxygen sensors, or pipe segments used to 

replace converters in overseas areas. 
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N. WHAT YOU MAY NOT SHI P IN YOUR POV 

1. TVs and VCRs, except factory or permanently installed. 

2. Household items and camping equipment. 

3. Radios, tape decks, tapes and cassettes not installed as permanent equipment. 

4. Accessories not permanently installed. 

5. Flammables or hazardous substances (e.g., waxes, oils, paints, solvents, polishes). 

6. Any pressurized cans. 

7. Citizen Band radios.  Importation and operation of CB radios are prohibited in most overseas 

areas.  Failure to comply with these restrictions may result in your POV being held at the port of 

discharge until such equipment has been removed and shipped out of the country.  All costs 

associated with removing your CB radio from your POV and shipping will be at your expense. 

O. YOUR RESPONSIBILITI ES 

Following these rules will make shipping your POV overseas much easier.  Failure to follow these 

rules may cause the POV VPC to refuse your POV for shipment.  If you choose to ship out of an 

alternate port, there may be an alternate port charge incurred to the member/employee for shipment 

from the designated port serving the old and new PDS.  Contact your local TO for further assistance. 

1. POV Turn-In At Origin: 

a. Ensure vehicle does not have an unresolved ñRecall Noticeò.  The VPC can refuse to accept a 

vehicle for shipment if the vehicle presents a safety hazard to a VPC employee or its facilities 

and or equipment.  Documentation from a certified mechanic/dealership authorized to 

perform ñRecall Noticeò repairs may be required. 

b. Have a seven sets of orders/amendments and a letter of authorization signed by the TO. 

c. Have a certified (notarized) copy of the vehicle title.  The title must include the VIN or, if the 

vehicle does not have a VIN, the product identification number. 

d. Ensure you have sufficient funds available in the event of unexpected delays/expenses to, 

from, or at the VPC. 

e. Provide written approval from leasing company, or lien-holder authorizing export. 

f. Have in your possession proof of your social security number, either a copy of Military 

Identification (ID) (front/back) or a copy of your social security card (front/back). 

g. Ensure your POV contains no more than one-fourth tank of fuel (gasoline or diesel). 

h. Have in your possession a valid driverôs license, proof of ownership (title and registration), 
and a photo ID. 

i. Contact the VPC prior to shipment if PCS is to a remote area. 

j. Have in your possession a complete set of keys, to include gas cap and wheel lock keys upon 

delivery to the VPC.  Retain a complete set of duplicate keys and have them with you when 

you pick up your POV. 

k. Turn off or otherwise disconnect installed auto alarm or anti-theft device prior to turn-in. 




