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History

 1976 – DAC testing – “Criteria for Inspection of the US Army 
MILVAN Container for Ammunition Shipments”

 21 Jun 93 - MIL-HDBK 138A
 Modified by MTMC message
 Criteria validated by successful transport during SWA and European 

retro in 1992
 Added half-high and side openers

 1993 - AMMO-L-10 - CSC course revised to reflect new repair 
guidelines from BRDEC (Container Repair Guidelines – Dec 1992) 
based on Institute of International Container Lessors, Ltd (Repair 
Manual for Steel Freight Containers) with exception noted to 
comply with the structural serviceability requirements within 
IMDG and CFR 49

 1 Jan 02 - MIL-HDBK 138B – added more types of containers
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International Maritime Dangerous 
Goods Code

IMDG Code is legally treated as 
mandatory under SOLAS 74 chapter VII
7.4.6.4.2.2 (for ISO carrying class I) –

“structurally serviceable” means … shall 
not have major defects … dents or 
bends in structural members greater 
than 19mm
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CFR 49 Part 176.172

 Dents or bends in the structural members greater than 19 mm in 
depth

 Cracks or breaks in structural members
 More than one splice or an improper splice (such as a lapped 

splice) in top or bottom end rails or door headers
 More than two splices in any one top or bottom side rail
 Any splice in a door sill or corner post
 Door hinges and hardware that are seized, twisted, broken, 

missing, or otherwise inoperative
 Gaskets and seals that do not seal
 For freight containers, any distortion of the overall configuration 

great enough to prevent proper alignment of handling equipment, 
mounting and securing chassis or vehicle, or insertion into ships' 
cells
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HDBK to STD Conversion

ARDEC current owner (preparing act.)
New joint panel decides on standards
ARDEC believes panel would not look 

favorably on conversion just to allow 
insertion into contract
Conversion would be costly
Excerpt pages into contract?
Transfer HDBK to TRANSCOM?
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Questions or discussion?
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