
CM Definitions

1 Container management: The execution of all functions and 
responsibilities required to provide for the life cycle and 
operational management of DOD and Service-owned, leased 
or controlled ISO containers. 

2 Container management encompasses all functions and 
responsibilities required to provide life cycle and operational 
management of all DOD/Service-owned, leased or controlled 
ISO containers from cradle to grave or from their entry into the 
Defense Transportation System (DTS) to their exit.

3 Container Management:  Planning, organizing, directing, 
controlling, and executing of all functions and responsibilities 
required to provide for positive and effective use of 
DOD/Service-owned, leased or controlled ISO containers.  
Includes, but is not limited to, the functions and 
responsibilities of life cycle asset and operational 
management supporting the full spectrum of operations. 
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4 Container Management:  The direction, control, and 
execution of all functions and responsibilities required 
to provide for positive and effective disposition of 
DOD/Service-owned, leased or controlled ISO 
containers.  Includes, but is not limited to, the 
functions and responsibilities of life cycle and 
operational management; encompassing inventory 
control, inventory reporting, identification, cataloging, 
standardization, requirements determination, 
procurement, inspection, certification, quality control, 
distribution, disposal, maintenance, mobilization 
planning, sustainment planning, and item management 
classification. 
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• After much debate, JIWG voting members (Army, 
Navy, USAF, USMC, DLA, USTRANSCOM, and Joint 
Staff/J4) voted 7-0 to adopt definition number 3

• This definition will be submitted to DAUD 
(Transportation Policy) for inclusion in the final 
coordination draft of DOD Instruction 4500.57, 
Transportation and Traffic Management.

• DODI 4500.57 to be released on or about 1 
August 2011



JIWG Approved Container 
Management Definition

• Container Management:  Planning, 
organizing, directing, controlling, and 
executing of all functions and responsibilities 
required to provide for positive and effective 
use of DOD/Service-owned, leased or 
controlled ISO containers.  Includes, but is 
not limited to, the functions and 
responsibilities of life cycle asset and 
operational management supporting the full 
spectrum of operations. 
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